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ST. PATRICK’S NEWS & NOTES
JANUARY 9, 2017
Dear Friends of the Mailing List:
Now that I am back from vacation…
Last weekend, I referenced my Epiphany homily (which you can access at
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=625), where the following was referenced at the Masses. I would ask that you read
the homily in its entirety, as the subject matter to which I speak is a difficult one for me
to do. I will just leave my “News and Notes” with this excerpt and a prayer that we
continue to pray for all vulnerable life from womb to tomb (in light of what happened
in Chicago and Ft. Lauderdale last week and the Roe v. Wade anniversary that is
upcoming)…
As my staff and parish council are well aware, some eleven years ago I was brought
here with a mandate to take on some of those hard decisions, even though I was
serving in my first pastorate. At the time I arrived at St. Patrick’s, I was told of
embezzlement issues and the fourteen checking accounts (including a school slush
fund) that I was instructed to consolidate so that the parish could become transparent
financially (this was all laid out in a diocesan audit of the parish in 2005). I was told
that Bishop Joseph Imesch wanted a Spanish Mass started at this parish as early as
1990 and that our community had grown to such a point that this particular ministry
became a necessity in order for the parish to survive. I came to find out that severe
issues existed in the Protecting God’s Children Charter that needed to be addressed
immediately. I realized that confronting some of these issues might result in the
closing of a school or the leaving of parishioners or the hating of a pastor. I am told by
my staff that I am not hated as much as I think but I also know that great difficulties
accompanied what I was asked to do.
In past homilies, I have shared with all of you that the demands placed on me to
address these issues were quite testing but certainly ones that had to be confronted so
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that the future of this parish would continue. As a first-time pastor, I certainly had a
steep learning curve in the manner in which I tried to handle these challenges,
supported by my parish council and staff who have been aware of what I needed to do
from the start and have supported me along the way. We have hit many bumps in the
road in the process, but eleven years later, we seem to have reached the other side of
this mess and we have done what we could to do what was right for this multi-cultural
community, the kids for whom we care very much and for all those who are part of the
St. Patrick’s neighborhood.
I have struggled with these issues for years and, at the advice of members from my
parish council and staff, I chose to remain silent while behind the scenes helping this
parish deal with issues that might not have been considered abuses in the past but in
hindsight certainly are considered as such today. As we addressed these issues, I really
did not wish to hurt anyone while protecting those who needed protecting – it is so
much easier to tear down a house than it is to build it up and for this reason, I chose to
take care of these issues without going public. This is the nature of being a parent, a
priest and certainly a Lord who was presented with a gift of myrrh in today’s gospel, a
symbol of the baby’s own death which was necessary for us to even have a chance of
salvation. I tried to sacrifice my own reputation and allowed others to keep theirs
while at the same time trying to protect those who were vulnerable at the parish.
By acting in this manner, I may have hindered our ability to address our current
financial woes and to enable some of the “chatter” that accompanies the difficult
moves we have been instructed to do, specifically why I acted quietly in the ways that I
have. Some of these lingering issues still bear on the future health of our parishioners,
especially our children and the multi-cultural population that we nourish and those for
whom we care very much at St. Patrick’s.
By acting in this manner, I have come to find out that I, too, have been in neglect of
child protection issues to a degree, since I have not made these issues public. Making
these issues public has been a difficult burden for me to bear, so recently I have
consulted religious leaders and canon lawyers across the country as to what next steps
I had to take to protect the vulnerable in our community. In this process, I was directed
to Mr. Bernie Nojadera and Mr. Francesco Caesario, two lay members who lead the
Child Protection Committee for the US Council of Catholic Bishops. To them, I am
most grateful for their help and direction concerning what I needed to do.
Recently, three specific individuals responded to my struggles, which served as the
inspiration as to how I have decided to respond. One was a canon lawyer, who
instructed me that if I continue to remain silent on Child Protection Issues, I could be
held just as culpable as those who seriously violated the charter of the bishops. The
second was Mr. Nojadera himself, who made clear to me that the issue at hand was not
about me but about the protection of children (and, by extension, the multi-cultural
community of this parish), who have an obligation to be protected, regardless of the
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consequences that might fall upon me. The third came from our Holy Father himself in
his letter to the 5,000 bishops around the world on December 28th (the Feast of the Holy
Innocents), where he wrote the following words to his episcopal brothers (the entire
text can be found at the end of this homily) …
(Pastors are asked to) be men attentive, and not deaf, to the voice of God, and hence
more sensitive to what is happening all around us… Like Joseph, we need the
courage to respond to this reality, to arise and take it firmly in hand (cf. Mt 2:20).
The courage to guard this joy from the new Herods of our time, who devour the
innocence of our children.
Thus, after a good deal of prayer, reflection and consultation, I have come up with a
plan on how I will deal with this situation, which will become evident quite soon.
Knowing that my time is short at St. Patrick’s, I pray that the journey I take will
safeguard those I serve in the best manner possible and will prevent the abuses with
which I have had to confront from ever happening at this parish again. I also realize
that what I do has repercussions, both to me and to good people at this parish who
have stayed with us during our time together, good folks who have done nothing
wrong in trying to build a relationship with God. To reference the Holy Father, I have
felt like a Herod over the last ten years through my silence and pray to God for
courage so I could do what I am doing today (and will need to have in the weeks and
months ahead).
If I have done any wrong in the manner in which I have addressed these issues, or
in the manner I will deal with them, I certainly apologize. As weak and sinful as I am,
I am trying to do what I think best to protect those under my care, knowing I could
have probably done much better. The only solace I have is that the person who cared
for the children the most was nailed to a cross by all of us and that I am nowhere as
good as he was, as he is.
Please pray for me, the children, the vulnerable and all the parishioners of St.
Patrick’s and the universal Church itself. It’s a great Church and it’s a perfect Church
run by imperfect people who sometimes make mistakes on the journey. As we pray
daily and weekly, we are obligated to forgive the trespasses of others as a prerequisite
for God forgiving us of ours, while at the same time adhering to the laws of the state
and the charter for protecting the vulnerable to the best of our ability. May you have
patience with us, have patience with me, and may we clerics strive to do good, in
God’s name, for both the people we serve in parish ministry and all people that we
meet. This is our prayer.
We are still working on our Handicap Bathroom Project, which will be posted in the
December 11th bulletin. Here again is the note…
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On sale at the office is the book of homilies I just published, entitled, STORIES ON THE
JOURNEY: A HOMILETIC BIOGRAPHY, published by Christian Lighthouse publishing.
The cost of the book is $12 and all the proceeds go to the parish – this is one of my
contributions towards doing my part in the ministry. You can also purchase them on
Amazon.com at the following link:
https://www.amazon.com/gp/aw/d/1532765835/ref=mp_s_a_1_10?qid=1462580446
&sr=8-10&pi=AC_SX236_SY340_QL65&keywords=peter+jankowski

Rather than attaching the Bulletins, Homilies and Newsletters as I have done in the
past, I think it best to just send them as links from our www.stpatsjoliet.com website so
that the files I am sending out are not so large. This way, those with limited sized
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inboxes will not have a problem getting these communications. Thanks for
understanding!
Here is the bulletin for January 7-8, 2017:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=622
Here is the bulletin for January 14-15, 2017:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=627
To access all the bulletins, you can go to
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/documents/collection/bulletin
Here is the Solemnity of Mary homily from December 31, 2016 – January 1, 2017:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=624
Here is the Epiphany homily from January 7-8, 2017:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=625
You can access all the homilies by clicking on the following link:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/documents/collection/fr-pete-s-homilies.
Have a blessed week!
God Bless,

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski
Pastor, St. Patrick’s Church
“Gloria Dei Vivens Homo” (The Glory of God is living in Man)
‐ St. Irenaeus of Lyons

PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1.

Next Weekend, we will be taking a 2ND COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH IN LATIN
AMERICA. We ask you please to be generous towards this cause.
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2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

Please pray for our students who will receive their FIRST CONFESSIONS on
Thursday night, January 12th at 7:00 p.m. Much thanks to our religious education
staff for their assistance in this program.
This weekend will be the last time that you can pick up the PARISH CALENDARS
in church. We will have calendars still available in the office for those who desire
them. Much thanks to the funeral homes of Fred C. Dames, Blackburn-GiegerichSonntag and Carlson-Holmquest-Sales for providing this service to us for 2015.
We will host our annual PARISH APPRECIATION DINNER on Saturday – January
28th with Mass at 4:00 and Dinner afterwards. Please RSVP at office by January
22nd.
At the end of Mass, you are invited to take home the poinsettias in church.
On the first Sunday of each month, we honor those couples who are celebrating
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:
Fr. Tim Andrés, Fr. Vytas Memenas, Jeanine Acuff, Sonia Arriaga, Joan Bannon, Joe
Barello, Alejandra Becerra, Virginia Borio, Anne Buldak, Frank Butera, Mae Delaney,
Bernice Demmick, Richard Duke, Ray Fenili, Dan Green, Don, Dolores & Rich
Jankowski, Kathy Kelly, Andrea Magosky, Christine McKitrick, Eleanor Orr, Felipe
Partida, Brenda Perez, Jack & Mary Lou Querio, John & Jean Roach, Enedina Salazar,
Leticia Salinas, William Shega, Bernie Spieler & Scott Stackulak.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED DECEASED:
John Buzinski
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