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ST. PATRICK’S NEWS & NOTES
JULY 23, 2016
Dear Friends of the Mailing List:
As soon as I got back from vacation last week, this
was what I encountered entering the school
hallways! This morning, Julie Dillenburg and our
RE Program starts its annual VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL here at the parish. The theme of the week
is “Ocean Commotion” and Julie et al. have been
working diligently through the week transforming
our church into an underwater extravaganza for
the kids! I will be posting pictures of the event
both in these news & notes, an upcoming bulletin
and on the web site, so more is to come.
Next week will take place our ALL DAY CONFESSIONS & ADORATION on August 4th, in
honor of St. John Vianney’s feast day. If I am correct, an article about the event will be
posted in Thursday’s Herald News, so you can read all about the event both there and
in next week’s notes!

This morning I am celebrating a funeral service for a man named John Staroska, who
died the day I returned from vacation. Just before I left for vacation, I had the honor of
celebrating the 75th wedding anniversary for John and his wife Lucille (their picture
was on the front cover of one of our recent bulletins). John’s family was surprised that
their father passed before their mother (Lucille is suffering from Alzheimer’s &
Dementia) but were very happy that both of them were able to celebrate their
anniversary before this happened. Please play for John’s family today during this very
melancholy time.
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Now about the vacation… normally I don’t get into detail about vacation specifics but
this particular trip had both a St. Pat’s and great spiritual theme attached to it. I
preached about the experience at my homilies this weekend, so you can read about my
vacation below in its entirety. I also will share this experience with the parishioners in
an upcoming bulletin and newsletter. Here is an excerpt of the homily…
On this particular vacation, my flight to Amsterdam became a very pastoral one. A
parishioner from St. Pat’s in Joliet named Darrin (whose family lives here at the parish), had
previously visited me here in Joliet and asked for some counsel on a spiritual matter. When he
found out that I was travelling to Amsterdam, he invited to pick me up at the airport and
offered me a spiritual journey of the city. So on a clear, brisk morning prior to my cruise sailing,
Darrin and I visited the places of worship where he attended Masses celebrated both in Dutch
and Latin and took a canal cruise through the city (pictured here), visiting the sites. For me to
encounter one of our parishioners across the pond was a wonderfully pastoral experience and for
that reason, I was most grateful for Darrin’s invitation.
Once I arrived on the cruise ship (taking me to England,
Guernsey, Ireland & Scotland), my responsibilities were to
celebrate Masses every day for the passengers (and once every
Sunday night at 11:15 p.m. for the crew), taking care of their
spiritual needs while serving as an “escort” on excursions at
all the ports on call. While serving on the cruise, I had the
opportunity to pray the Mass in Italian and Spanish, since
residents from both countries were attending mass on the ship
and some of the guests spoke not much English. Although I
celebrate Mass here at St. Patrick’s in Spanish, my Italian is beyond rusty; nevertheless, I had a
wonderful time learning about the customs and prayer lives of my new friends from around the
world (pictured here is a Mass I celebrated on the ship with some of the passengers from the MS
Prinsendam).
One specific person on this trip made me realize again that no matter how far away from
Joliet I travelled, I always am reminded of home. Every cruise trip finds me meeting someone
who is associated with the Joliet Diocese, whether they live in one of our parishes or attended
one of our schools and so on.
During this particular trip, I had the pleasure of meeting a
woman named Anne Hamilton (formerly Rosaire), who told
me that for a year and a half some fifty or so years ago, she
taught right here at St. Patrick’s School. In reminiscing about
Joliet, Anne told me about a nice friendship she had in town
with Fr. Jim Cannell (the former pastor of Sacred Heart
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Church in the city). After her stay at St. Patrick’s, Anne moved to
Mundelein, IL to serve as a teacher for the next period of her life in
Illinois. While in Mundelein, Anne became acquainted to Fr.
(subsequently Archbishop) Thomas Murphy (former rector at
Mundelein Seminary and Archbishop of Seattle) was assigned to
his first parish at Santa Maria del Populo and the school where
Anne Served. Later, Fr. (Archbishop) Murphy was assigned to the
Seattle Archdiocese and served there where she and him were
reintroduced years later.
Also on sale at Summerfest will be the book on my homilies I
just published, entitled, STORIES ON THE JOURNEY: A
HOMILETIC BIOGRAPHY, published by Christian Lighthouse
publishing. The cost of the book is $12 and all the proceeds
go to the parish – this is one of my contributions towards
doing my part in the ministry. You can also purchase them on Amazon.com at the
following link:
https://www.amazon.com/gp/aw/d/1532765835/ref=mp_s_a_1_10?qid=1462580446
&sr=8-10&pi=AC_SX236_SY340_QL65&keywords=peter+jankowski
Rather than attaching the Bulletins, Homilies and Newsletters as I have done in the
past, I think it best to just send them as links from our www.stpatsjoliet.com website so
that the files I am sending out are not so large. This way, those with limited sized
inboxes will not have a problem getting these communications. Thanks for
understanding!
Here is the Bulletin for July 16-17, 2016:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=557
Here is the Bulletin for July 23-24, 2016:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=558
Here is the bulletin for July 30-31, 2016:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=558
To access all the bulletins, you can go to
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/documents/collection/bulletin
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Here is the Homily for July 9-10, 2016:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=564
Here is the Homily for July 16-17, 2016:
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=565
Here is the Homily for July 23-24, 2016 (and the full story of my vacation):
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/_modules/document.php?action=downloaddocument&
fid=567
(To access all the homilies, you can go to
http://www.stpatsjoliet.com/documents/collection/fr-pete-s-homilies
Have a blessed week!
God Bless,

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski
Pastor, St. Patrick’s Church
“Gloria Dei Vivens Homo” (The Glory of God is living in Man)
‐ St. Irenaeus of Lyons

PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1.

2.

3.

This weekend is the fourth Sunday of the month, which we have designated as
FOOD PANTRY & ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SUNDAY. Please consider the manner in
which we can help serve our Lord by serving those less fortunate than ourselves.
Don’t forget that August 5-6 is our major SIGN UP FOR OUR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PROGRAM after all the Masses. Those who pay their tuition in full by August 6th
will receive a $25 discount off their tuition; those who register after August 6th
will add $25 to their tuition.
Our VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL program begins on July 25th to the 29th from 9 a.m.
until 12:00 noon. Cost for the week is $10 per child. Please stop in the Religious
Education Office for more information.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:
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Jeanine Acuff, Joan Bannon, Joe Barello, Alejandra Becerra, Anne Buldak, Virginia
Borio, Henry Chavez, Mae Delaney, Bernice Demmick, Richard Duke, Dan Green,
Don, Dolores & Rich Jankowski, Kathy Kelly, Andrea Magosky, Brenda Perez, Enedina
Salazar, Leticia Salinas, William Shega, Bernie Spieler & Scott Stackulak.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED DECEASED:
John Staroska
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