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Is 55: 1-3 
Ps 145: 8-9, 15-16, 17-18 
Rom 8: 35, 37-39 
Mt 14: 13-21 

 
 
 

About eighteen years and a hundred fifty pounds ago, I met a couple 

from the Joliet area with whom I have continued to build a wonderful 

friendship. Don & Sue were/are parishioners of St. Paul’s Church in 

Joliet, Don serving the area as a CPA and Sue always assisting Don with 

the workload. As I came to find out, Don & Sue established their 

business by word of mouth and over the last five decades or so, their 

presence at the finer eateries in Joliet has drawn them to many business 

associates and life-long friendships. 

Now I am a morning person who was taught in life about the value 

of spending time with parishioners over the breakfast menu at your 

friendly local establishments. It was through this practice that I began 

this friendship with Don & Sue. As much as the friendship has grown 

through the years, both Don & Sue have been blessed enough in life to 
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provide resources for this poor little slice of heaven we call St. Patrick’s 

Church so that we could provide our Columba Room, our chapel and 

our parking lot via The Parks Foundation, to whom we are eternally 

grateful. 

One morning a few months ago, I was joining Don & Sue for our 

morning encounter when next to their table I spotted two empty chairs 

sitting next to the place we customarily sit. I figured that a table was 

once placed between these two chairs that sat in the middle of the 

restaurant; at the time I entered the restaurant, the table was nowhere to 

be found. 

As I passed by the chairs, a group of men who also frequented the 

restaurant were kidding me about the chairs which had no home. “Hey 

Father,” they said to me, “since the chairs aren’t doing anything in the 

middle of the restaurant, why don’t you hear confessions for us?” As a 

joke, I sat on one of the chairs and invited the men to come and have 
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their confessions heard. To my surprise, someone from the table took me 

up on the offer and asked me to hear their confession. 

Now I am not endorsing restaurant confessions as part of my 

ministry. However, I have noticed that as a Catholic priest, I have been 

called upon to invest in my vocations at the most unexpected times. You 

never know as a priest when your services might be utilized – I 

famously remember a couple recognizing me in Disneyworld as I was 

taking my ten year old brother on vacation (thank goodness the family 

knew that the ten year old was my brother!). I spoke to the person who 

took up my invitation of the empty chair and asked the person sincerely 

if they needed to talk at that moment, which they did. I asked her if it 

was alright to meet in a quieter place in the restaurant, where later in the 

morning I heard their confession. 

On another occasion – same restaurant – I was leaving breakfast 

when someone was waiting for my outside for the same request. The 

person suggested that we speak inside their 4x4 Dodge Ram Pickup 
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Truck, which I happily did. I did not seek out the confession but the 

confession in the Dodge Ram Pickup Truck sought out me, I guess. 

When I asked why they did not just come to church to have their 

confession heard by the priest on call; they responded that the line was 

too long in the confessional and knew that I had frequented the 

restaurant! 

Because we are devoting this weekend to St. John Vianney at St. 

Patrick’s, I present these stories to you because the gospel message 

today talks about a physical feeding that satisfied the body which 

parallels the more important message of our God who wishes to feed 

our soul with his forgiveness and grace. To the former we are always 

seeking assistance; to the latter, we often seek out God only when we are 

in true need of God and not before. As a society in general that takes a 

more utilitarian and hedonistic approach to life, God does not often find 

a place to rest, although God creates all and has the desire to fill grace in 

all. 
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Concerning the charism of St. John Mary Vianney, I often desire 

somewhat incapably to embrace the gift of forgiveness that flowed 

through his soul. Fr. Oliver Günst Horn, a French priest who is 

spending the weekend with us, told me that the village that St. John 

Vianney served is occupied only by about a thousand residents today – 

the village is not very big. And yet, even though the village was small, 

the people kept venturing into this little village because Fr. John 

Vianney kept hearing confessions and saving souls. Because St. John 

Vianney provided a type of care that the faithful not only desired but 

returned back to so often, I realized in my own faith life that the only 

way to recapture that desire was to offer the sacrament in the same type 

of manner. 

So last April, I decided to hear confessions for twenty-four straight 

hours at the beginning of the month. The response to the invitation was 

so overwhelming that our Parish Council thought it a good idea to 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 6 
18th Sunday OT – A August 02-03, 2014 

repeat the offering, this time for sixteen hours on August 4th, the feast 

day of St. John Vianney. 

Towards this cause, God blessed us with the appearance of Fr. 

Olivier, who just happened to be coming to the states that exact same 

time on the request of a couple families who visited him in Ars some 

years ago. Fr. Olivier told me that he speaks French and German but 

really had not studied English since his teenage years, when he spoke 

the language very well. He told me that after forty years not speaking 

the language much, he had to spend the last six months studying 

English again in preparation to his trip here in Joliet. 

So Fr. Olivier was kind enough to celebrate the 10:00 Mass this 

Sunday for the faithful of St. Patrick’s and to hear confessions the 

following day from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. Fr. Mike Pennock and I 

will continue hearing confessions until midnight as well for those who 

wish to participate in this sacrament. 
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As I shared with you a few months ago, this sacrament is a blessing 

for all of us, as it offers a type of forgiveness that we do not often receive 

from our family and friends, a type of forgiveness that wipes away the 

past and begins life anew without any type of judgment. When I serve 

as the priest confessor, I find that the sacrament does even more for me – 

it reminds me how I, the sinner, encounter so many holy souls that 

strive to live a life clean of sin, inspiring me to become a better person as 

well to those whom I serve. 

As I reflected on this theme of forgiveness in preparation of what we 

are about to do, I came across a dialogue that our Holy Father sought 

out with a group of priests and bishops from the Italian city of Caserta. 

In the midst of this dialogue, a priest from the diocese posed the 

following question to Pope Francis: “What suggestion can you give us 

for a ministry that, without devaluing popular piety, can re-launch the 

primacy of the Gospel?” As part of his answer, the Holy Father covered 
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the same subject matter that I offer you in today’s homily. Pope Francis 

responded, 

 
Popular piety is active, it is a sense of faith—says Paul VI—deep, 
which only the simple and the humble are able to have. And this is 
great! In sanctuaries, for example, we see miracles! Every July 27, I 
would go to the Saint Pantaleo Sanctuary in Buenos Aires and I 
would listen to confessions in the morning. I would return renewed 
from that experience, I would return shamed by the holiness I would 
find in simple people, sinners but holy, because they would tell of 
their sins and recount how they lived, the problem of their son or 
their daughter or of this or the other, and how they would visit the 
sick. A sense of the Gospel shone through. In sanctuaries, you find 
these things. The confessionals of sanctuaries are a place of renewal 
for us priests and bishops; they are a course in spiritual renewal 
because of this contact with popular piety. And the faithful, when 
they come to confess, they tell you their miseries. But you see behind 
those miseries the grace of God that guides them to this moment. 
This contact with the people of God who pray, a pilgrim people, who 
manifest their faith in this form of piety, helps us a lot in our priestly 
life. 
 
 
La piedad popular está activa, es un sentido de la fe-dice Pablo VI-
profundo, que sólo los sencillos y los humildes son capaces de tener. 
¡Y esto es genial! ¡En los santuarios, por ejemplo, vemos milagros! 
Cada 27 de julio, me iría al Santuario de San Pantaleo en Buenos 
Aires y me gustaría escuchar confesiones en la mañana. Yo regresaría 
renovada de esa experiencia, volvería avergonzado por la santidad 
que iba a encontrar en la gente sencilla, a los pecadores, pero santo, 
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porque decían de sus pecados y relatar cómo vivían, el problema de 
su hijo o su hija, o de esta o el otro, y cómo iban a visitar a los 
enfermos. Un sentido del Evangelio brillaba. En los santuarios, a 
encontrar estas cosas. Los confesionarios de santuarios son un lugar 
de renovación para nosotros los sacerdotes y obispos; son un curso de 
renovación espiritual a causa de este contacto con la piedad popular. 
Y los fieles, cuando vienen a confesar, te dicen sus miserias. Pero 
usted ve detrás de esas miserias de la gracia de Dios que los guía a 
este momento. Este contacto con el pueblo de Dios que oran, un 
pueblo peregrino, que manifiestan su fe en esta forma de piedad, nos 
ayuda mucho en nuestra vida sacerdotal. 
 
 
What we offer for your benefit these days in honor of St. John 

Vianney assists not only you as the sheep but me as the shepherd as 

well. For me to understand “the smell of the sheep,” as Pope Francis 

often likes to say, is for me to understand my own humble disposition 

and my need to see the holiness in the world that is ever-present in all of 

you. 

And this is the beauty of ministry – as a child teaches the parent 

about life, so the sheep do the same for the shepherd. This grace of God 

is a mutual giving, as we grow with each other in this path to salvation. 

Only when we invest in this life of the faith by forgiving and being 
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forgiven to we understand the import of what Christ did for bodily 

hungry in today’s gospel and the spiritual hunger that constantly exists 

in our lives as well. We are called to never allow this seat of forgiveness 

to go empty, for the seat constantly is presented to us as a gift that our 

Lord wishes to offer us in love. 

And so the challenge today is to fill that seat! Our challenge is to 

invite the faithful to come and experience the sacrament of 

reconciliation! Please feel free to join us on Monday from 8:00 a.m. until 

midnight. Invite your friends and neighbors, invite your family to fill 

the seat! For every moment when the chair is taken, a soul is being 

saved and our work as evangelist is geared towards the salvation of 

souls. Let us learn about this gift of forgiveness not by abandoning it but 

by taking the Lord up on his offer of this sacrament. Let us extend this 

special invitation on Monday night to the people that we meet as well. 

This is our prayer. 


